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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, June 27, 2016 at 

5:30pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building. Present were:  Mac Hodges, 

Mayor; Virginia Finnerty, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; Richard Brooks, 

Councilmember; Larry Beeman; Councilmember and William Pitt, Councilmember.  Also 

present: Bobby Roberson, City Manager; Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, 

City Clerk. 

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Mercer delivered the 

invocation. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council 

approved the minutes of June 13, 2016 as presented. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

 Add Under New Business Item B: Consent and Agreement - City Of Washington 

 (Interconnection) 4843-7325-5 

 

 Add Under Items from City Manager Item B:  Beaufort County Courthouse Security  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

approved the agenda as amended. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: NONE    
  

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM– ZONING: NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM - OTHER:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:   

BOOTH & ASSOCIATES – COST OF SERVICE STUDY 

 Terry Berge, Vice President - Financial & Strategic Services, Booth & Associates 

presented the following Cost of Service Study: 
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Power Cost Allocation 

 Demand Costs are Based on the Load at the                   Power Cost Allocation –Demand  
Time of the Supplier’s System Peak 

 The Classes Contribute to the Peak Differently 

 
 

 

Energy Purchases Demand Purchases

Rate kWh Alloc.Factor CP kW Alloc.Factor

Residential Service 144,591,596 48.77% 312,702 55.53%

Small General Service 47,477,098 16.01% 106,225 18.86%

Medium General Service 24,164,947 8.15% 45,796 8.13%

Large General Service 23,173,119 7.82% 40,002 7.10%

Industrial Service 25,965,476 8.76% 42,127 7.48%

Coincident Peak Service 26,729,770 9.02% 11,752 2.09%

Lighting Service 4,389,815 1.48% 4,563 0.81%

Total 296,491,821 100.00% 563,166 100.00%
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Coincident Peak Allocation Factors

Summer Winter Shoulder *

Rate (May-Sept) (Nov-Mar) (Apr, Oct) * A Blend of Summer & Winter

Residential Service 48.04% 63.32% 57.23%

Small General Service 24.11% 13.56% 17.09%

Medium General Service 9.60% 6.53% 8.07%

Large General Service 7.68% 6.36% 7.52%

Industrial Service 8.51% 6.20% 8.00%

Coincident Peak Service 2.07% 2.11% 2.09%

Lighting Service 0.00% 1.92% 0.00%

Total 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Demand Power Cost

Summer Winter Shoulder Power Cost

Rate (May-Sept) (Nov-Mar) (Apr, Oct) per kWh Sold

Residential Service $3,001,675 $3,591,646 $871,618 $7,464,939 $0.05503

Small General Service $1,506,207 $769,294 $260,338 $2,535,839 $0.05693

Medium General Service $599,833 $370,466 $122,951 $1,093,250 $0.04815

Large General Service $479,695 $360,748 $114,487 $954,931 $0.04379

Industrial Service $531,839 $351,910 $121,921 $1,005,670 $0.04116

Coincident Peak Service $129,101 $119,643 $31,797 $280,541 $0.01115

Lighting Service $0 $108,929 $0 $108,929 $0.02645

Total $6,248,350 $5,672,636 $1,523,112 $13,444,098 $0.04829

Total
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Residential Service – Inside Corporate Limits     Residential Service – Outside Corporate Limits 

 

 
 

 

| Rate Option 1 | Rate Option 2

Current | Proposed % | Proposed %

Description Rate | Rate Increase | Rate Increase
| |

Customer Charge(s): | |

Single-Phase $7.92 | $10.00 26.26% | $10.00 26.26%

Three-Phase $16.35 | $21.15 29.36% | $21.15 29.36%

Energy Charge(s): | |

Summer | |

All kWhs $0.11703 | $0.11081 (5.32%) | $0.10694 (8.62%)

| |

Number of Customers 4,611 | |

Average Monthly kWh per Cust. 868 | |

Average Cost per kWh $0.12405 | $0.12092 (2.52%) | $0.11705 (5.64%)

| Rate Option 1 | Rate Option 2

Current | Proposed % | Proposed %

Description Rate | Rate Increase | Rate Increase
| |

Customer Charge(s): | |

Single-Phase $8.35 | $10.55 26.35% | $10.55 26.35%

Three-Phase $17.41 | $22.50 29.24% | $22.50 29.24%

Energy Charge(s): | |

All kWhs $0.123192 | $0.11727 (4.81%) | $0.11327 (8.05%)

| |

Number of Customers 6,500 | |

Average Monthly kWh per Consumer 1,123 | |

Average Cost per kWh $0.12845 | $0.12522 (2.52%) | $0.12122 (5.63%)
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CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS 

MEMO – BUDGET TRANSFER GENERAL FUND  

The Budget Officer transferred funds between the Parks & Grounds, Economic Development, 

Code Enforcement, Miscellaneous, Senior Programs, Aquatic Center, and Mayor's departments 

of the General Fund appropriations budget to provide funds for the vacation payoff as a result of 

one retirement, sports complex parking lot, aquatic center utilities, and telephone expense. 

NCGS 159-15 states that this shall be reported to the Council at its next regular meeting and be 

entered in the minutes. 

 

  Tammy Swindell, Assistant Finance Officer noted we were unaware the employee was 

planning to retire when the budget was prepared. Mr. Roberson explained we are trying to 

anticipate retirements in future budgets and set these funds aside so we don’t run into this issue 

again. Councilmember Mercer noted some of the transfers mentioned in the memo do not have 

the budget transfer sheets included in the packet. (Two budget transfer sheets were inadvertently 

omitted from the June 27th agenda package. All transfers referenced in the memo are shown below.) 

 

From: 10-40-6130-0600 Group Insurance $ 7,600 

To:     10-40-6123-0200 Salary   $ 7,600 

 

From:  10-00-4650-4500 ED Projects  $13,000 

To: 10-10-4341-4500 EMS Billing  $10,000 

 10-10-4341-4505 EMS Bad Debt Coll. $ 3,000 

 

From: 10-00-4650-0400 Prof. Svcs.  $ 5,000 

 10-00-4650-4500 ED Projects  $17,500 

 10-00-4400-0800 Unemp. Comp. $12,900 

 10-00-4400-0200 Salary Adj.  $ 7,600 

 10-10-4350-4500 Housing Demo $10,000 

To: 10-40-6130-7300 Other Improv.  $21,000 

 10-40-6126-1300 Water & Elect.  $32,000 
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From: 10-00-4400-5701 Misc.    $     100 

To:     10-00-4111-1100 Telephone  $    100  

 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:   
HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 To promote social and economic equality in the community, working with Local Government and 

other resources 

 To appreciate the cultural and ethnic diversity of the citizens of Washington and Beaufort County 

 To encourage citizens to live and work together in harmony and mutual respect 

 

 SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  NONE 

 OLD BUSINESS: 

  Discuss/Review – Fair Housing Forum: Chair Wright requested input from Board members on how to 

increase awareness for more community involvement.  Suggestions below: 

 Change advertising format ~ language change with less wording 

 “Fair Housing” citizens may assume the event is for Landlords only 

 Excellent program and realtors could have benefited if in attendance 

 Board member Horton worked with Housing for 3 years and WHA residence do not participate 

 Program entitled “Self Sufficient Housing” sponsored by WHA ~ attendance and participation very low 

from the housing community 

 Target different demographic 

 Explore flyers to be placed in realtor’s newsletter  

 Look at generation and what is happening in the world today – (millennium generation not moving out but 

lives at home with parents) 

 Shortage of rental property 

 Provide literature at “National Night Out” – noted: this is already being provided 

 More discussion required on date and time 

 Venue and meal ~ very nice and it was suggested to keep it the same 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

Discuss – Appointment and reappointment: Council liaison Pitt provided an update of the appointment 

and reappointment to the Board and following clarification of residency requirement will make an appointment on 

June 27, 2016 City Council meeting. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

FYI – All FYI items and reminders were discussed inclusive of the April 12, 2016 report submitted to City Council 

and financial report. 

OPEN DISCUSSION:  

 Vice-chair Hawn requested a moment of recognition for the Orlando victims and their family. 

 Police & Fire Community Outreach Manager, Kimberly Grimes provided an update on 2016 Week of 

Events for the football/basketball camp and extended an invitation to Board members.  

 

APPOINTMENTS: 

 Council postponed the Human Relations Council appointment. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

APPROVE – EXCEPTION TO RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT – 

 ELECTRIC DIRECTOR 

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: Mr. Jeff Clark currently serves as the Interim Electric Director 

and he possess the requisite knowledge of the positions scope of responsibility and existing City 

conditions by virtue of his previous experience with the City. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Beeman, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

approved the exception to the residency requirement of Ch. 24, Article II, Section 24-22 of the City 

Code for the appointment of Jeff Clark to the position of Electric Director.  Motion carried 4-1 with 

Councilmember Mercer opposing.   

 

APPROVE – WAIVE IMPACT FEES FOR SIX MONTHS 

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: The City Manager had previously requested Council to 

consider waiving water and sewer impact fees for a period of six (6) months in an effort to 
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increase residential development. By waiving these fees it will save a residential customer 

building a new home $920. 

 
 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council agreed to 

waive water & sewer impact fees for residential customers for a period of six (6) months beginning July 

1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2016. Contractors and developers in residential subdivisions will be 

allowed to have impact fees waived for five (5) water and sewer services within the six (6) month period. 

 Councilmember Beeman thanked the City Manager for putting this program together.  

 

APPROVE – JULY 2016 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

 The City Manager noted that historically, Council only meets one time in July.  It was 

suggested to not meet on July 11th and only meet on July 25th.   

 

 Councilmember Mercer felt more comfortable with meeting on July 11th and not meeting 

on July 25th.   

 

 By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council 

agreed to only meet on July 25th (no meeting on July 11th). Motion carried 4-1 with 

Councilmember Mercer opposing.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

AUTHORIZE – THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE DEED OF EASEMENT AND 

AGREEMENT FOR THE GRIMESLAND ROAD FEEDER – TIE WITH WHARTON 

STATION (PROJECT) “MANNING” EASEMENT 

 By motion of Councilmember Beeman, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

authorized the Mayor to execute the Deed of Easement and Agreement for the Grimesland Road 

Feeder - Tie with Wharton Station (Project) "Manning" Easement.  
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CONSENT AND AGREEMENT - CITY OF WASHINGTON (INTERCONNECTION) 

4843-7325-5 

 The City Attorney noted that we currently have interconnection agreements for this solar 

farm.  The request tonight will allow them to finance and re-invest funds to develop additional 

solar farms.  

 

By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council approved 

the Consent and Agreement – City of Washington (interconnection) 4843-7325-5. 
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ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

QUESTION & ANSWER SERIES – WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS 

 The City Manager requested approval to implement a question and answer series in the 

local newspaper regarding city activities/projects.  The documentation will be prepared by the 

City Manager’s office and will begin at the end of July.  Council was in agreement with the 

request.  

 

BEAUFORT CO. COURTHOUSE SECURITY 

Stacy Drakeford stated he received a call from the Sheriff’s Department stating the 

Sheriff’s Dept. will only be providing security for the courtroom itself, not outside of the 

courtroom effective Wednesday, June 29th.  At this time existing staff should be able to manage 

the increase in workload.   

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:   

 Councilmember Pitt provided an update on HB 483 Land-Use Regulatory Changes. 

 

CLOSED SESSION:  UNDER NCGS § 143-318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY CLIENT 

PRIVILEGE AND (A)(6) PERSONNEL 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council entered 

into closed session under NCGS § 143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney Client Privilege and (A)(6) Personnel 

at 6:55pm 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council agreed 

to come out of closed session at 7:30pm. 
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 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council 

accepted the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Washington and Rodman, 

Holscher, Peck & Edwards, P.A.  
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ADJOURN 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adjourned 

the meeting at 7:40pm until Monday, July 25, 2016 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers  

 

          

         ________________________ 

         Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

         City Clerk 

 


